


Preserving the leﬂaq

To maintain the ecological integrity and recreation
opportunities of the Sipe Wildlife Area, the Game a
Fish Department requests that you explore the are:
its own terms. Make demands on vourself, not the
land. Help ensure that the qualities vou expericence
the wildlife area will be there for those who follow.

*  Please obev all posted regulations and closures.

*  Please keep pets on leash.

*  Please do not chase. harass, or feed wildlife.

e To preserve these important habitats for wildlife «
the property, motorized vehicle access is restricte
to improved, open roadways and parking arcas,

*  The wildlife area is open to the take of wildlife
during regulated seasons. However, discharge of ¢
fircarm within 1/4 mile radius of any building is
prohibited.

*  Please use yvowr wildlife area responsibly and keey
clean. Leave no trace of your presence; pack out
what yvou pack in.

*  Please respect the rights of other visitors as well.

Managing Today for
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When can wddlg@
be best observed ?

WINTER — While ¢lk can be seen throughout the
vear, winter is the best time, especially after a hard
snow. Winter is also the time to see bald eagles around
the reservoirs. Look for them perched in snags along
the rimrock of mesas. If there's open water. you'll
usually find a varicty of waterfowl on the reservoirs.

SPRING AND AUTUMN — The best time for
waterfowl, however, is during the migration periods of
spring and fall. Other migratory birds, such as sandpip-
ers and white-faced ibis, can also be seen at this time
around the wetlands and reservoirs. Look to the sky for
ospreys. kestrels, hawks, cagles. and. if you're lucky, a
rare peregrine falcon. Autumn is also the time to see
and hear elk during their annual rut or breeding
scason. If vou've never heard the bugle of a bull elk in
the wild, you've missed one of nature’s most awesome
sounds.

SUMMER — While birds are present all vear, there
are seasonal variations, In summer, nesting birds
include the rufous and broad-tailed hummingbird,
Lewis' and acorn woodpeckers, and mountain bluebird.
Other wildlife to look for are pronghorn antelope,
mule deer, coyote, Merriam’s turkey, ground squirrels,
and elk.

sscudilla Mountain, Arisona’s third highest point, stands watch
over McKay Reservoir at Sipe White Mountain Wildlife Area.



Wildlife viewing is fun, offers a learning experience, and incorporates and demands ethical behavior. When watching wildlife, bear in mind that
you are entering the animals' home and you should conduct yourself as a guest. The following are some tips from successful wildlife watchers.

The positive wildlife viewing experience - A
good wildlife watcher slows down, is quiet and
patient, and discovers a wild animal without
altering the animal’s behavior. As a result of this
rewarding experience, the watcher gains a greater
appreciation of the natural world about them.
Remember to look above and below you, and look
for small clues that wildlife is present, such as a
burrow, track, or feather.

Enjoy wildlife from a distance - Wild animals should be allowed to
forage for food, care for their young, and sleep without human
disturbance. Use binoculars or telephoto lenses to view and photo-
graph wildlife to avoid stressing them.

Watch at dawn and dusk - These are the times when wildlife
species are most active and can be best seen. “Edge habitats,” the area
between two habitat types 4

such as open meadow and
trees, are good places to
watch.

Use the right tools -
A field guide, a pair of
binoculars, and a comfy set
of shoes are a good start.

Wear natural colors, not
whites, and quiet fabrics.

Creck Ruin.

Artifacts excavated from Rudd

Don’t feed wild animals - Feeding wildlife
can put you and the animals in danger. Animals
that receive “food rewards” just once may
become aggressive towards humans. To
protect people and property, these animals
may need to be destroyed by wildlife
managers. Animals used to human food may
eat aluminum foil, plastics, or other wrap-
pings. These can severely damage their
digestive systems and may even cause death.

Children and wildlife - Wildlife, unlike zoo,
farm, and captive animals, pose special
dangers to children. Explain to them the
differences between wild and domestic animals so they will know why
it is important not to approach, touch, or feed wildlife. For their own
safety, children should always be within close sight of guardians, avoid
playing in or near dense cover, and refrain from squealing or making
other animal-like noises while hiking or playing.

Your safety is your responsibility! - Never approach, crowd, or
follow a wild animal. It may respond by charging. Don't put yourself,

w loved ones, or wild animals in danger. Stay
away from newborn or young animals, and
their nests or dens. Your presence could
alarm a mother and could attract a predator.

Sipe offers a variety of wildlife
vieieing opportunities,



Managing Today
for Wildlife Tomorrow

www.azgfd.com

Please report all violations to

OPERATION GAME THIEF
1-800-352-0700

Arizona Game and Fish Department
2221 W. Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85023
(602) 942-3000

Pinetop Regional Office
2878 E. White Mountain Blvd.
Pinetop, AZ 85935

(928) 367-428|

The Arizona Game and Fish Department prohibits discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes
that they have been discriminated against in any of the AGFD’s
programs or activities, including it employment practices,
the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination
directly with the AGFD Deputy Director, 2221 W, Greenway
Rd., Phoenix, AZ, 85023, (602) 942-3000 or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Suite 130, Arlington,
VA, 22203. If vou require this document in an alternative
format, please contact the AGFD Deputy Director as listed
above or by calling TTY at 1-800-367-8939,




